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Midvale Elementary
7830 Chapel Street, Midvale, UT 84047
School Office Hours: 7:30 am – 3:30 pm
Phone: (801) 826-8725

Welcome Letter 2019
Dear Parents/Families/Guardians,
Welcome to Midvale Elementary. We are excited to be together with you this year as we learn,
grow and work at school. Midvale is the home of the Mustangs. Mustangs are iconic freeroaming horses that live on the western plains of the United States. Descended from the
Spanish horses that were brought to America by the conquistadores, Mustangs are tough, fast,
agile and smart. Their determination and grit allows them to not only make a life, but thrive in
the harsh conditions where they live.
Like the Mustangs that roam free on the prairies, Midvale Mustangs face challenges, too. As a
school, our mission is to prepare students to face and overcome the challenges they encounter
at school and in other areas of life. We want all of our students to leave Midvale prepared to find
success in middle and high school, as well as college or careers. We strive to accomplish this
goal through planning and preparation, providing high quality instruction, and leveraging other
supports and community resources as needed.
We have a lot of work to do this year. Our goal is to improve our school grade and exit the State
of Utah’s list of “Turnaround Schools.” We know that working together with parents and students
we can do it. We are all on the same team. Parents, we ask for your support in making sure that
students arrive on time for school each day, talking to them about what they’ve learned, and
maintaining open communication with teachers. We know that parents and families have the
potential to make a huge difference in a positive way.
Let’s work together to make it a great year, and to make sure that every Midvale Mustang
makes at least a year’s worth of academic growth. We believe in our students, our faculty, and
our community. We know that as we work together, communicate, and focus on learning at
school and at home, there’s nothing we can’t do!
Sincerely,
Chip Watts
Principal

Attendance
Midvale Elementary School Goal:
● Be Great! Miss Less Than 8! - Our hope is that students have no more than 8
absences in the school year!
● We understand that our students need to miss school occasionally due to illness, travel,
or family emergency.
● We also know that every day at school is valuable.The explanations, clarifications and
discussions that take place in the classroom are invaluable components of the school
learning experience.
● Your students make valuable contributions, and we miss them when they are not here.
● We are encouraging students to miss no more than 8 days in a school year. Students
that meet this goal (no more than 2 absences per quarter) will be eligible for a prize
drawing during our awards assemblies.
Checking Out Students Early:
● We understand that occasionally, students will be checked-out from school early for
medical appointments, illness, etc. Similar to a student arriving late or tardy, students
leaving early from school are missing meaningful instruction.
● If checking out for an appointment, please provide time for the front office to locate your
child as they may be on the playground or in the cafeteria.
● For the safety of your child, you must come into the building and sign your student out
from the office if they are leaving early for any reason.
● If you can not come to school to pick your child up when they are ill, we may call your
emergency contacts. We can not release your student to any individual not on your
emergency contact list.
Utah’s Compulsory Education Law states that all school age children must be in attendance at
school unless there is a valid and legitimate excuse. Please call the school in the morning if
your child will not be in attendance that day. Attendance number: 801-826-8743
A truancy letter will be sent home after 6 absences.

Daily Schedules
School Hours
Monday-Thursday (Lunes - Jueves) 8:30-3:05
Friday (Viernes) 8:30-1:25
● Students should arrive to school on time.
● Students should arrive on campus at 8:00 AM for breakfast. Supervision is provided
in the cafeteria.
● If they are not eating breakfast, do not send children to school earlier than 8:10 AM
as that is when supervision begins. All students will line up in their assigned area by
grade level until the welcome bell rings at 8:25 AM. School instruction begins promptly at
8:30 AM.
● Due to after school program, the playground is closed after school.

* * *

Breakfast & Lunch
Breakfast (8:00 AM) and lunch will be provided at Midvale at no cost to your child.
Breakfast will be provided in the cafeteria to Midvale Elementary students only. Parents may
accompany the students into the cafeteria for breakfast.

Lost and Found
The Lost and Found is located in the hallway behind the double doors near the cafeteria/gym
restrooms. School personnel can assist students and families with accessing this area. To help
prevent the loss of objects, please make sure you write your student’s first and last name in
permanent marker on all jackets, backpacks, lunch bags, etc.

Communication
School Website
The Midvale website is a primary source for everything you need to know about Midvale. Visit
the website regularly to get up-to-date information about Midvale. Check it out at
http://midvale.canyonsdistrict.org
Folders/Planners
Each class sends home a folder/planner with important dates and documents that might include:
classroom newsletter, notices of school related meetings, field trip permission slips, and
information about school holidays or events. If the Main Office needs to communicate
something highly important to families, we will use bright green paper- be on the lookout for
bright green.
Newsletter
Our monthly newsletter shares highlights from the principal, the PTA president, important dates,
new information, and grade level updates on what students are learning.
Teacher Conferences/ Meetings
The faculty at Midvale is always open to input and encourage you to write, email, or call to
schedule a conference whenever you have ideas or concerns. Faculty will work to respond to
your requests in a timely manner. If a parent or family member has information or any concern
that needs to be communicated to school personnel, please contact the teacher directly. If
additional support is needed beyond working with a teacher, please contact the main office and
the designated administrator will work through the situation.
Communication with Principal Watts
Parents/Guardians or community members who have concerns or suggestions can call, write a
note, or send an email to the principal, who is committed to providing a timely response. If you
would like to meet with Principal Watts in person, it is most effective to make an appointment
prior to arriving at the school.
Phone: 801-826-8725
Email: denzil.watts@canyonsdistrict.org

How to Be Involved at Midvale
Schools are a reflection of their community. Parents/Guardians are encouraged to become
involved at Midvale Elementary School. It is through the efforts of parents/guardians that the
educational program at Midvale is greatly enriched. There are many opportunities for
parents/guardians to join this dynamic community.
Volunteers
● All parents/guardians must complete the district’s electronic volunteer process
before helping with students in any way (this includes, but is not limited to, class
parties, field trips, and presentations). You may apply at
https://foundation.canyonsdistrict.org/index.php/volunteer.
● Volunteers sign in on the computer located in the front office. Badges must be worn while
in the building signaling you have entered according to district policy.
● Please work with the classroom teacher and/or main office to schedule times to volunteer.
● In order to eliminate additional distractions for our students, toddlers and infants should not
be brought with you when you assist at school, even if they are well behaved.
● While volunteering at school, you might hear or see things that should not be shared with
other parents or discussed in the presence of your (or anyone’s) student. When working
with students, you have a responsibility to keep things confidential. Please consider the
effect that gossiping and disrespecting students, faculty, and staff might have on your child
and the overall school community.
Midvale PTA
All parents, guardians, and grandparents are encouraged to join the Midvale PTA. Your
membership pledge of just $6 (or 2 for $11 in the same household) isn’t a commitment to serve
on the PTA Board, work on a committee, or even volunteer in the classroom. It’s a commitment
to your child’s education. Please take full advantage of the opportunity to partner with PTA by
submitting a membership form.
Midvale PTA provides the following services: Teacher appreciation, teacher and staff birthday
recognition, reflections program, box tops collections, Book Fair, community/family nights, and
more!
If you have questions or comments for the PTA, please contact the main office for information.
School Community Council
The School Community Council consists of elected parents/guardians of students who attend
the school, elected school employees, and the principal. All parents/guardians of students
attending Midvale are encouraged to participate. The council prepares a plan that identifies the
school's greatest academic need(s). Plans are submitted on the Utah LANDTrust website. The
plans are approved by local school boards for implementation the following school year. The
council receives an annual dividend from the permanent State School Fund every July to
implement the school's approved plan during the next school year. If you would like to
participate in the Midvale School Community Council, please contact the main office.

General Policy Information

Bicycle, Scooter, and Skateboard Safety Students may ride bikes, scooters, and
skateboards to school. Students should dismount and walk when on school grounds. Bike racks
are provided for students. Please send your student with a lock. The school is not responsible
for lost or stolen items.
Bullying/Cyberbullying/Harassment/Retaliation Bullying is an abusive and illegal behavior
that harms victims and negatively impacts the school environment. The definition of “Bullying”
means intentionally or knowingly committing an act that endangers the physical health or safety
of another. The definition of “Cyberbullying” is using the Internet, a cell phone, or another
device to send or post text, video, or an image, with the intent to hurt, embarrass or threaten
another. The definition of “Harassment” is repeatedly communicating to another individual in a
demeaning or disparaging manner. The definition of “Retaliation” is an act or communication
intended as payback against a person for reporting bullying, cyberbullying or harassment.
Students who experience or observe bullying, cyberbullying, harassment or retaliation have a
duty to report this behavior to school administration. Students who fail to report such behavior
are subject to disciplinary actions (possibly including suspension). Students who make false
allegations of bullying, cyberbullying, harassment, or retaliation are subject to disciplinary
actions (possibly including suspension).
Cell Phone/ Electronic Devices Students and parents must assume the risk if a student
brings a personal cell phone/electronic device to school. The school will not be responsible for
lost or stolen devices. Any use of an electronic device that exploits personal information,
disrupts the educational process, invades personal privacy, or compromises the integrity of
educational programs is strictly prohibited. If a device becomes a distraction, then it will be
removed from the student’s possession (like all items causing a distraction) and parents will be
contacted to pick up the device from school.
Dangerous and Disruptive Conduct Students are expected to be safe, civil and respectful.
The following conduct is defined as “dangerous and disruptive conduct” and is prohibited on
school property, at school-sponsored activities, or while traveling in a school bus. Students may
be suspended for the following behaviors:
1. Possession of an explosive or flammable material
2. Actual or threatened use of a real or look alike weapon with intent to intimidate another
person or disrupt normal school activities
3. The sale, control or distribution of a drug or controlled substance, an imitation
substance, or drug paraphernalia
4. Frequent or flagrant willful disobedience, defiance of property authority, or disruptive
behavior, including the use of foul, profane, vulgar or abusive language
5. Willful destruction or defacing of school property
6. Behavior or threatened behavior which poses an immediate or significant threaten to the
welfare or safety of other students or school personnel or to the operation of the school
7. Possession, control, or use of an alcoholic beverage
8. Behavior that threatens harm to the school property, to a person associated with the
school, or associated with the person
9. Possession of pornographic material on school property

10. Bullying, cyberbullying, harassment and retaliation.
Students with prior knowledge of dangerous or disruptive behavior have the duty to report such
behavior to school administration. Students who fail to report such behavior are subject to
appropriate disciplinary action (possibly including suspension).
Dress Code Students shall dress in a manner suitable to the day’s activities consistent with
the standards or health, safety and acceptable behavior. Student clothing and accessories
must not present a distraction. A distraction is defined as reactions by others to the clothing
which causes the teacher to lose the attention of students and disrupts learning. Dress code
standards include, but are not limited to:
Food, Treats, and Snacks Candy, cookies, cupcakes, and other packaged treats are
welcome only for celebrating special occasions. All food items must be store bought and in
the original package. Please communicate with teachers beforehand to request an appropriate
time to bring in a special treat.
Illness or Injury at School If your child becomes seriously ill or is seriously injured at school,
we will contact you immediately. If we cannot reach you, we will use the emergency contact
information you have provided. Please remember, we cannot keep seriously ill or injured
children at school, and may send a child home with the person you have designated as an
emergency contact. If we cannot reach you or your emergency contacts, then we are authorized
to seek medical help for your child, and may call the paramedics, an ambulance, or transport
your child to the emergency room.
Medication at School Elementary students may not bring prescription or over-the-counter
medication to school. If your child needs to receive medication during the school day, please
bring the medication to the school with the Canyons School District Request for Giving
Medication At School Form. You can obtain this form from the front office or district website.
Toys All toys and personal items (eg. Pokemon cards, fidget spinners, balls, stuffed animals,
etc) are expected to stay at home as these items cause a distraction from learning. The school
will not be responsible for lost or stolen personal items.

* * *

Parking Lot and Loading/Unloading Procedures
Adults are setting lifelong examples for the children at Midvale Elementary. Sometimes we tend
to take risks that could endanger our children, especially if we are running behind schedule. For
the safety and wellbeing of all students, families and students are to adhere to the following:
1.

2.

Parents parking in the parking lot and street need to escort their children to and from
their car to the sidewalk area. Students must be accompanied by an adult while
crossing the parking lot or street.
DO NOT park or leave your car unattended in the loading zones at any time.

3.

4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

Students enter and exit cars in the DROP OFF area only. Please do not encourage
your student to enter or exit cars in the red zone for your convenience as this creates
safety issues.
All cars are to stay in the drop off and pick up line until they have passed beyond the
DROP OFF area. Do not pull out of line as this increases the chance of hitting
unseen pedestrians.
Students are not to walk between or behind parked vehicles.
Drivers may not exit their vehicles unless the vehicle is parked in a designated
parking stall with the engine turned off.
If wanting to wait in your car to make sure your children get into the building safely,
please park in a designated parking stall.
The speed limit is 10 mph.

The following Maps are Provided for your Reference:

Safe Walking Routes
For the safety and well-being of all students; families and students are to adhere to the following
suggested walking routes.
The attached map shows suggested walking routes for Midvale Elementary Students.
Please select the best route from your home to the school for our students to follow. Mark this
route with a red pencil or crayon.
You and your child should become familiar with the route by walking it together. Please instruct
your child to follow all crossing guard’s instructions and to use marked crosswalks.
Please note the following:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Students must use sidewalks and/or painted walking areas.
Students between 7500 South and Center Street east of Jefferson Street and
west of State Street are encouraged to walk south to Center Street and then they
will walk west on the sidewalks until they reach the school.
Students between 7500 South and Center Street west of Jefferson Street and
east of I-15 are encouraged to walk south utilizing sidewalks and the Midvale City
Park until they reach the school.
Students who live north of Center Street and west of I-15 are to walk on
sidewalks south to Center Street and then walk east on the sidewalks until they
reach the school.
Students who live south of Center Street and east of I-15 are encouraged to walk
north on major roads with sidewalks until they reach Center Street and then walk
towards the school on the south side of the road until they reach the crosswalk in
front of the school.
Students who live west of I-15 and south of Center Street are encouraged to
either:
a. Walk north on major streets using sidewalks and crosswalks until they reach
Center Street and then walk east on Center Street until they reach the front of
the school, or
b. Walk to Wasatch Street on major sidewalks and crosswalks then go east to
Chapel Street, where they will turn left and go north to the back entrance of
the school.

Thank you for taking the time to read over our school handbook. If you have any questions, please
contact Principal Watts at denzil.watts@canyonsdistrict.org.

